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As  in  the  past  two  years  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  compiled  in  a restricted  form  at  the 
direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health  in  accordance  with  Circulars 
Nos.  2067  and  2314.  A further  modification  becomes  necessary 
this  year  under  Circular  No.  2604,  certain  data  being  omitted. 
Complete  statistics  have  none  the  less  been  prepared  containing 
substantially  the  record  of  the  Public  Health  Services  of  the 
district,  which  will  be  preserved  so  that  the  annual  records 
may  be  continuous  and  complete. 


Staff. 


Certain  further  changes  in  the  administrative  staff  of  the 
Local  Authority  occurred  during  the  year.  Mr.  E.  A.  Plant  and 
Mr.  W.  Dart,  respectively  part-time  Clerk  and  Deputy  Clerk 
since  1900,  retired  on  30th  Sept.,  1941 : they  saw  much  progress 
and  many  changes  wit.hin  the  district  during  their  terms  of 
office  and  no  little  credit  is  due  to  them  for  many  advances 
made.  It  is  fitting  at  this/  time  to  record  the  appreciation  of 
the  district  for  their  services.  Their  positions  have  been  filled 
by  Mr.  George  L.  Kay,  Solicitor,  who  commenced  his  duties 
on  26th  October,  1941,  in  a full-time  capacity.  Mr.  S.  Gibson, 
part-time  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council  for 
42  years,  retired  in  June,  1941  because  of  continued  ill-health 
and  it  is  regrettable  to  have  to  record  that  a very  short  retire- 
ment was  brought  to  a close  by  his  death  in  November,  1941. 
Perhaps  no  one  had  such  a fund  of  local  knowledge  as  he ; he 
saw  many  extensions  to  the  housing,  sanitary  and  general 
amenities  of  the  district  and  much  of  the  credit  for  the  changes 
is  his.  The  posts  he  held  have  now  been  separated,  his  Deputy, 
Mr.  T.  O.  Harding,  being  appointed  full-time  Surveyor  on  3rd 
October,  1941,  and  a new  appointment  of  a full-time  Sanitary 
Inspector  being  given  to  Mr.  Wm.  Watson,  M.R.San.L, 
M.S.I.A.,  District  Sanitary  Inspector,  City  of  Norwich,  who 
will  take  up  his  duties  in  January,  1942. 

It  seems  appropriate  that  some  note  should  be  made  of 
these  changes,  the  first  for  close  on  half  a century. 

Depletion  of  staff  by  volunteering  and  calling-up  has 
necessitated  in  certain  sections  the  employment  of  some 
temporary  staff. 

JOHN  FERGUSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

June  1942 


BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

1941 

SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres 

Population  at  Census,  1931  8346 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  Rate  Books 

at  the  end  of  the  year  1941 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


1941  1940 

6647  6647 


2633  y 2635 
£29521  £39402 

£107.9708  £108.110^ 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Biddulph  has  been  fortunate  in  that,  during  the  year,  the  War 
has:  not  changed  its  social  conditions  very  much  in  comparison  with 
some  other  places  in  the  country.  The  district  has  been  listed  to  receive 
ofificial  evacuees,  but  there  has  been  no  influx  this  year.  Some 
unofficial  reception  of  evacuees,  mostly  by  relatives  and  friends,  has 
taken  place.  There  have  been  no  abnormal  increases  or  decreases  in 

the  civilian  population.  The  industries  in  and  around 

the  district  continue  to  employ  a large  number  of  the 

able  bodied  male  and  female  population  and  a good  many  older  people  too. 
Further  volunteering  and  calling-up  have  meant  that  many  of  our 
young  men  and  girls  are  now  in  one  or  other  of 
the  Services.  Certain  kinds  of  food  have  been  on 

short  supply  though  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  a food  shortage,  very 
little  queuing  outside  shops  and  no  evidence  of  deficiency  diseases 

among  the  child  population.  Some  changes,  nevertheless,  require  to  be 
noted.  The  prices  of  many  articles  have  risen  appreciably  and  practical/ 
all  articles  of  food  have  done  so.  To  offset  this  there  has  been  among 
many  sections  of  the  community  an  increase  in  wages  but  this  does 
not  apply  to  all,  especially  those  on  a fixed  income  or  those  approaching 
the  poverty  level,  and  it  is  well  to  see  to  it  that  health  is  not  adversely 
affected  from  these  causes.  This  might  become  apparent  in  1943  and 
1944.  Expectant  mothers  and  young  children  are  two  groups  which  one 
has  to  keep  in  mind  in  the  prophylaxis  of  nutritional  defects.  The  year 
has  passed  without  any  serious  epidemic  diseases : Measles  was  wide- 
spread in  the  first  six  months  and  Whooping  Cough  in  the  late  summer 
and  autumn  but  each  was  of  a mild  type.  Tuberculosis  has  not  increased 
beyond  a normal  variation.  The  war-time  disease  of  Scabies  has  reared 
its  head  but  has  not  assumed  any  seriousness  here  so  far : the  Local 
Authority  is  fortified  by  a Ministry  of  Health  Circular  (No.  2517)  giving 
it  powers  to  see  that  the  incidence  and  spread  of  this  disease  are  not 
allowed  “seriously  to  prejudice  the  efficient  prosecution  of  the  war  or 
the  maintenance  of  supplies  and  services  essential  to  the  life  of  the 
community.”  All  the  voluntary  war  organisations  are  on  a sound  basis 
and  have  done  excellent  work  during  the  year.  Building  has  been  at 
a discount  and  at  this  time  of  emergency  it  might  be  timely,  to  remind 
those  concerned  to  have  essential  repairs  done  to  properties  sufficient 
only  to  keep  them  water  tight  and  weather  proof  against  the  time  when 


materials  will  be  more  easily  obtainable.  It  is  by  no  means  easy  for 
the  Local  Authority  to  maintain  all  its  Public  Health  activities  at  a 
peace-time  level  of  efficiency  and  further  difficulties  may  be  encountered 
during  the  present  emergency  but  no  essential  demands  on  the  service 
will  be  denied  the  community. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  Births  is  the  highest  since  1925  and  the  number 
of  Deaths  the  lowest  since  1937.  Over  10%  of  the  deaths  was  due  to 
fatal  accidents  of  one  kind  or  another.  No  civilian  deaths  from  enemy 
action  are  reported.  No  Comparability  Factor  has  been  issued  this  year. 

1941.  1940. 

Total  Live  Births  212 ; Boys  105,  Girls  107. 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  population  21.68  B/R.  per  1000  18.1 
Stillbirths  ; Total  17 ; Boys  8,  Girls  9. 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  stillbirths)  74.2 
Illegitimate  Live  Births:  Total  6;  Boys  4,  Girls  2. 

Total  Deaths  103 ; Males  55,  Females  48. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  population  10.539  (10.54)  D/R.  per  1000  14.2 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age : Total  16. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  75. 

VITAL  STATISTICS— Form  S.D.  30. 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES— 1941. 

Male 

Female 

ALL  CAUSES  

55 

48 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Influenza  

1 

3 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

3 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

Syphilis  

— 

— 

Cancer — malignant  disease 

4 

10 

Heart  Disease  

9 

2 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

7 

5 

Diabetes  ...  

1 

— 

Bronchitis  

— 

3 

Ihieumonia — all  forms 

3 

— 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  system  ... 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

4 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

1 

Premature  Birth  and  diseases  of  early  Infancy 

7 

6 

Violence — Suicide 

— 

— 

Accidents  (including  Road  Traffic) 

11 

1 

All  other  causes 

4 

6 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY— Deaths  under  1 year  of  age. 


tv  o. 

Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Date  of  Death 

1 

M 

7 months  ... 

Infantile  Convulsions  

27th  Jan. 

2 

K 

4 days 

Prematurity 

4th  Feb. 

3 

1' 

2 days 

Premature  Debility 

22nd  Feb. 

4 

M 

1 month  ... 

Acute  Gastro-Enteritis 

3rd  March 

5 

M 

2 months  ... 

Congenital  Hypertrophic  Pyloric 
Stenosis... 

6th  March 

6 

F 

6 days 

Icterus  Gravis  Neonatorum 

8th  April 

7 

M 

6 hours 

Prematurity 

8th  June 

8 

V 

1 day 

Premature  Birth — 6i  months  ... 

22nd  June 

9 

V 

M 

22  hours  ... 

Prematurity — 36  weeks 

23rd  June 

lo 

1 day 

Prematurity — 7 months  

3rd  August 

1 1 

M 

1 month  ... 

Septicaemia:  Multiple  abscesses.. 

6th  August 

12 

M 

4 days 

Premature  Debility 

19th  August 

13 

M 

22  hours  ... 

Atelectasis — following  Caesarian 
Section  ... 

26th  Sept. 

14 

F 

9 weeks 

Bronchitis 

27th  Sept. 

>5 

M 

4 months  ... 

Broncho-Pneumonia : Whooping 
Cough... 

11th  Oct. 

i6 

M 

18  hours  ... 

Atelectasis  : Prematurity 

28th  Nov. 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority; 

1.  John  Ferguson,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Medical  Officer  of  Flealth  (part-time). 

2.  S.  Gibson,  Sanitary  Inspector  (Retired  June,  1941). 

T.  O.  Harding,  acting  Sanitary  Inspector  (from  June,  1941). 

2.  Ambulance  Facilities: 

The  local  ambulance  continues  to  be  maintained  by  voluntary  help 
organised  by  the  Ambulance  Committee  and  controlled  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  is  available  at  all  times  for  non-infectious  cases  and 
emergencies.  The  ambulance  can  now  be  summoned  by  telephone 
(Biddulph,  155).  For  infectious  cases  an  ambulance  is  available  at 
West  Heath  Sanatorium,  Congleton,  and  arrangements  for  its  use 
are  made  through  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities: 

Arrangements  for  the  laboratory  examination  of  swabs,  sputum,  blood, 
water,  food  and  milk  are  undertaken  by  the  County  Laboratory, 
Stafford. 

4.  Nursing  and  Maternity  Facilities: 

There  is  no  local  Nursing  Association.  It  is  hoped  that  steps  may  be 
taken  in  the  ensuing  year  to  remedy  this  and  have  a Local  Association 
formed  and  a District  Nurse  appointed.  The  County  Nursing  Associa- 
tion will  give  all  the  necessary  help  and  advice  required. 


The  Health  Visitors,  who  are  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council,  are  Nurse  Whitaker  and  Nurse  Turner.  They  are  concerned 
with  ante-Natal  care  and  the  welfare  of  Nursing  Mothers  and  of  In- 
fants, and  are  attached  to  the  Welfare  Centre  under  the  supervision  of 
the  School  Medical  Officers.  They  also  supervise  the  care  of  children 
of  school  age  in  the  schools  and  in  addition  Nurse  Turner  has  duties 
at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  under  the  direction  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer. 

The  District  Midwives,  under  the  County  Council,  are: — 

Nurse  M.  A.  Robinson,  and 

Nurse  M.  Wood,  who  also  combines  District  Nursing  in  the 
Biddulph  Moor  area. 

Nurse  A.  Nash  and  Nurse  E.  Oakes  have  now  retired  from  the 
County  Council  Service,  but  continue  Maternity  work  within 
the  district. 

5.  Hospitals: 

Infectious  cases  are  sent  to  the  West  Heath  Isolation  Hospital, 
Congleton  and  the  Local  Authority  contributes  to  the  maintenance 
of  this  hospital. 

Under  the  Voluntary  Hospitals  Contributory  Scheme,  the  fol- 
lowing hospitals  are  available  for  all  forms  of  treatment,  medical  and 
surgical : North  Staffs.  Royal  Infirmary,  Haywood  Hospital,  Cripples’ 
Hospital,  Hartshill,  Congleton  War  Memorial  Hospital  and  Longton 
Cottage  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis  cases  have  Sanitorium  treatment  provided  by  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  County 
Boroughs  Joint  Committee. 

Maternity  cases,  in  an  emergency,  are  received  at  Longton  Cot- 
tage Hospital,  N.  Staffs.  Royal  Infirmary  or  at  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution,  Ashbourne  Road,  Leek.  Private  cases  have  facilities,  if 
they  so  wish,  at  Congleton  War  Memorial  Hospital  or  the  Maternity 
Wing  of  the  Haywood  Hospital.  All  other  maternity  treatment  is 
domiciliary. 

None  of  the  above  hospitals  is  within  the  area. 

SECTION  C — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  Water. 

The  main  supj)Hes  to  the  district  are  derived  from  (a)  underground 
springs  in  the  first  Millstone  grit  at  Elmhurst  and  consist  of  a well  and 
j)umping  station  there,  and  (b)  natural  springs  at  Biddulph  Park  delivered 
to  a reservoir  by  gravitation..  All  except  59  properties  are  on  a piped 
supply.  Until  July,  1941  the  yield  remained  fairly  constant  and  apparently 
satisfied  the  demands  made  upon  it  during  normal  seasons,  when  it  was 
then  noticed  that  there  was  a diminution  in  the  yield  to  9000  gallons  per 
hour  ; in  mid  August  to  8(X)0  gals,  per  hour,  in  early  September  to  6000 


gals,  per  hour  and  in  Oct.  the  yield  was  constant  at  6200  gals,  per  hour.  In 
November  and  December  it  varied  between  5700  and  6300  gals,  per  hour. 
During  all  these  months  it  was  necessary  at  times  to  restrict  the  supply 
to  the  consumer  for  as  long  as  8 hours  in  24  and  at  varying  times  as  many 
as  60%  of  the  population  was  on  short  supply.  Diminution  in  yield 
at  the  source,  increased  demands  on  the  supply,  local  wastage  and  the 
effect  of  rainfall  have  all  received  serious  attention  and  the  Local 
Authority  is  taking  steps  to  ensure  a constant  and  adequate  supply. 
The  quality  of  the  water  has  not  deteriorated  and  satisfactory  chemical 
and  bacteriological  reports  have  been  received  during  the  year.  The 
Nettlebeds  supply,  syphoned  into  the  mains  from  a well  and  adits  aver- 
ages about  20,000  gals,  per  day  though  its  yield  has  never  been  accurately 
measured,  and  supplies  the  Gillow  Heath  district  and  has  been  con- 
sistently excellent  in  quality  during  the  year.  A bacteriological  sample 
taken  on  1st  August,  1941  is  similar  to  others  : 

DESCRIPTION  OF  SAMPLE:  Water  from  Spring,  Nettlebeds  Water 

Supply. 

COUNT : On  nutrient  agar  after  48  hours 
incubation  at  37°  c. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72  hours 
incubation  at  20-22°  c. 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (Presumptive  Coli) 
after  48  hours  incubation  at  37°  c. 

The  question  of  a piped  supply  of  water  to  the  Hollands,  Biddulph 
Moor — a very  old  sore  in  the  body  politic — has  been  energetically  tackled. 
This  is  a compact  colony  of  some  14  farms  and  small  holdings  covering 
an  area  of  about  126  acres, 

A complete  survey  of  the  sources  of  water,  water  course,  bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  analyses  was  undertaken  in  the  summer  & autumn 
and  the  area  was  found  to  be  supplied  with  grossly  contaminated  surface 
water  from  sub-soil  sources  by  seepage,  the  bacteriological  reports 
showing  a Coli  Aerogenes  content  of  “over  180  per  100  ml.  after  48  hours 
(The  Ministry  of  Health  Report  No.  71  suggests  that  where  a water 
supply  contains  not  more  than  2 per  100  ml.  the  sample  may  be  regarded 
as  reasonably  satisfactory),  and  bacteriological  evidence  of  heavy  remote 
sewage  pollution.”  One  sample  proved  to  be  of  Intermediate  Type  1. 
Each  householder  received  written  instructions  what  steps  to  take  before 
drinking  the  water  and  it  is  hoped  that  a piped  supply  may  be  made 
available  to  this  part  of  the  district.  It  is  certainly  a Public  Health 
necessity. 

The  chlorination  of  water  to  the  main  supplies  has  been  again 
held  up  during  the  year  and  from  delays  which  the  Local  Authority  has 
done  its  best  to  overcome.  It  is  essential  that  chlorination  should  be 
provided,  especially  during  the  present  emergency,  and  it  is  hoped 
to  complete  the  work  and  have  the  plant  operating  and  the  dosage 
regulated  in  1942. 


3 colonies  per  ml. 

4 colonies  per  ml. 
Nil  per  100  ml. 


2.  Sewers  an<l  Sewerage. 

Not  all  the  Urban  District  is  sewered  directly  to  the  Sewage  Works. 
Many  of  the  newer  houses  have  cesspools.  Other  properties  of  a 
smaller  type  have  and  are  suitable  for  land  drainage. 

The  Local  Authority  undertakes  the  emptying  of  cesspools.  The 
Sewage  Works  are  at  capacity  and  require  constant  attention  and 
supervision.  Owing  to  the  war  it  has  not  been  possible  to  proceed  with  the 
Sewage  and  Sewerage  Disposal  Scheme,  plans  for  which  were  nearing 
completion  in  1939.  Increased  demands  on  the  water  carriage  system 
necessitate  careful  supervision  at  the  outfall.  No  complaint  of  pollution 
of  Rivers  and  Streams,  which  are  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County 
Council,  has  been  received  during  the  year. 


SECTION  D.— Housing. 

1941 

1940 

Number  of  Houses  erected 

— 

8 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the,  year — 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  

28 

19 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

35 

40 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  fit  for  human  habitation  

17 

19 

3.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year — 

Number  rendered  fit  after  informal  notice  by  Local 
Authority  ...  

11 

13 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

1 

nil 

SECTION  E. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

During  the  year  no  animals  were  slaughtered  for  sale  for  human 
consumption,  and  therefore  no  inspection  was  carried  out. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1941. 

Closet  Accommodation — 

1941  1940 

Approved  Water  Closets  1471  1465 

Waste  Water  and  hand  flushed  Closets 1 1 

i'rivies — Pail  System 1270  1276 

l^ails  converted  to  Wafer  Closets 6 9 

I’rivies  converted  to  Water  Closets  Nil  Nil 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area- 


Inspections  during  the  year 
Statutory  Notices  served 
Informal  Notices  served 


1941  1940 

55  90 

1 Nil 


11 


10 


SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

The  chief  features  were  (a)  only  7 cases  of  Diphtheria  and  none 
of  them  among  school  children,  one  of  the  cases  notified  being  later 
diagnosed  as  non-diphtheritic  Membranous  Croup  (b)  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  epidemics  and  (c)  a marked  fall  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Under  the  1918  Regulations  71  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  includ- 
ing 12  of  Tuberculosis,  were  notified  in  1941  compared  with  94  in  1940. 
Under  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Regulations,  1939  there  were 
notified  152  cases  of  Measles  and  81  cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Notification  is  promptly  and  efficiently  carried  out  in  the  district 
and  there  has  been  no  case  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 

Diphtheria  was  at  its  lowest  since  1926  and  the  age  incidence  of 
the  six  actual  cases  is  interesting,  viz.,  4,  15,  16,  18,  24  and  38  years,  as 
a reminder  that  the  immunisation  of  the  1 to  15  group  seems  to  be  going 
some  way  towards  reducing  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  among  pre-school 
and  school  children.  In  May,  1941  the  Local  Authority  agreed  on 
further  large  scale  immunisation  of  children  and  permission  was  received 
from  the  County  Medical  Officer  to  immunise  school  children  on  the 
school  premises.  This  seemed  to  me  the  only  way  quickly  to  make  the 
scheme  workable  and  with  the  co-operation  of  parents,  local  practitioners 
and  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  547  children  were  immunised  up  to  the 
end  of  December,  1941. 

1561  children  of  all  ages  up  to  15  are  known  to  have  been  immunised 
within  the  Urban  District  since  1938.  A noteworthy  feature  is  that  in 
the  5-15  age  group  80.76%  of  the  school  children  have  received  a 
complete  course  of  immunisation  and  44.44%  of  children  in  the  1-5 
age  group.  The  percentage  of  children  of  all  ages  immunised  has  risen 
from  16.70%  in  1938  to  65.37%  at  the  end  of  1941.  The  material  used 
was  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  supplied  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory  and  two  injections  were  given  at  four  weekly  intervals.  Steps 
will  be  taken  in  1942  to  increase  the  percentage  nearer  to  the  85%  mark 
suggested  to  ensure  mass  protection  of  the  child  population. 


Appended  is  a Return  of  immunisation  carried  out  in  the 
Urban  District  to  31st  December,  1941. 

BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION— RETURN  EOR  PERIOD 
ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1941. 


PART  1. — Number  of  children  permanently  or  temporarily  resident  in 
the  Authority’s  Area  dealt  with  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Authority  or  by  the  County  Council. 


Number  of  children  who  at 
31st  Dec.,  1941  had 
received  a full  course  of 
Immunisation. 

Course  completed  between 
1st  Jan.  1940  and 
Dec.,  1940. 

Course  completed  between 
16th  Dec.,  1940  and 
31st  Dec.,  1941. 

Age  under  5 

Age  5 and 
over  but 
under  1 5 

Age  under  5 

Age  5 and 
over  but 
under  1 5 

92 

208 

123 

424 

Number  of  children  who 
had  been  innoculated  but 
had  not  completed  full 
course  at  31st  Dec.,  1941. 

Innoculation  begun  between 
1st  Jan.,  1940  and  15th 
Dec.,  1940. 

Innoculation  begun  between 
16th  December  1940  and  31st 
December  1941 

Age  under  5 

Age  5 and 
over  but 
under  1 5 

Age  under  5 

Age  5 and 
over  but 
under  1 5 

3 

1 

19 

5 

PART  2. — Percentage  of  Child  Population  Immunised. 


At  31st  December,  1940. 

At  31st  December,  1941 

Age  under  5 

Age  5 and 
over  but 
under  1 5 

Age  under  5 

Age  5 and 
over  but 
under  1 5 

Estimated  Population  of 
Children 

900 

1440 

900 

1447 

Estimated 
population 
shown — 

% of  Child 
who  at  date 

(a)  Had  received  complete 
course  of  immunisation 

31.1% 

51.82% 

44.44% 

80.76% 

(b)  Had 
but  had 
course. 

been  inoculated 
not  completed 

0.33% 

0.068% 

2.11% 

0.34% 

PART  3— Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Children  under  15, 


A.  Number  of  Notifications  

1940 

1 st  Jan.  - 3 1 st 
Dec.,  1941. 

2 

1 

B.  Number  of  children  in  A who  had  received  a 
complete  course  of  Immunisation  

1 

0 

C.  Number  of  children  in  A who  had  been  inocu- 
lated but  had  not  completed  the  course  

0 

0 

PART  4. — Percentage  of  Children  Immunised  from  1938. 


1938  16.70% 

1939  30.12% 

1940  42.62% 


1941  to  31/12/41...  65.37% 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  dropped  markedly  from  32  in  1940  to  7 this 
year  and  all  were  of  a mild  type  with  no  deaths. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  produced  rather  protracted  out- 
breaks and  as  both  are  now  notifiable  diseases  there  was  probably  greater 
accuracy  of  information  of  the  number  of  cases.  There  was  one  death 
from  Whooping  Cough. 

Pneumonia,  of  both  types  notified,  was  high  at  37  cases  against 
23  in  1940.  There  were  3 deaths. 

There  is  nothing  of  note  about  the  incidence  of  Erysipelas  or 
Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  except  that  we  are  fortunate  in  that  the  number 
of  cases  of  the  latter,  viz.,  4 is  so  small.  No  cases  of  Puerperal  or  Enteric 
Fevers  occurred.  No  school  has  been  closed  on  account  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  year. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1941 

Case*!  Notified  Admitted  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Disease 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

Scarlet  Fever  

7 

32 

5 

2 I 

Diphtheria  

6 

8 

6 

8 

Pneumonia  

..  37 

21 

3 

5 

Measles  

..  152 

105 

Whooping  Cough  

..  81 

31 

t 

Tuberculosis  

12 

15 

4 

5 

8 

4 

Tvphoid  Fever  

3 

3 

Ervsipelas  

4 

10 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

..  ■ 4 

2 

4 

2 

I 

Poliomvelitis  

i 

3 

3 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

Two  of  the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  occurred  among  the  newly 
notified  cases,  but  one  was  an  old  case  transferred  to  the  district  during 
the  year. 


Analysis  of  the  Total  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 

(Exclusive  of  Tuberculosis). 


Age  Periods 

Seal 

Fev 

let 

er 

< 

l; 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  i year 

3 

7 

8 

I 

3 

13 

12 

2 

1 

12 

1 1 

I 

3 

I 

2 

1/ 

24 

4 

I 

I 

^ 2 

22 

6 

5 

1 

2 

69 

14 

lO 

3 

7 

a 

I 

15 

I 

2 

I 

20 

I 

3 

3 

3 

35 

i 

5 

2 

I 

45 

I r 

I 

I 

3 

65  and  over  ... 

5 

i 

4 

3 

3 

3 

Totals 

7 

6 

37 

152 

81 

4 

4 

Poliomyelitis 


County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Stafford 
Report  on  Specimens  sent  from  Biddulph. 


1941 

No.  of  Swabs 
Throat 
and  Nose 

Coryne- 

Bacterinm 

Diphtheriae 

No  C. 

Diphtheriae 

Streptococcus 

Haemolyticus 

Staphylococcus 

January 

1 

1 

February  .... 

March 

3 

3 

April 

6 

1 

5 

May 

1 

1 

June 

2 

2 

.... 

July 

.... 

.... 

August 

1 

1 

September  .... 

.... 

October 

2 

2 

.... 

November  .... 

4 

1 

3 

December  .... 

3 

3 

1 

Totals 

23 

2 

21 

1 

SPUTUM — 38  specimens,  1 positive,  37  negative. 

BLOOD — 8 specimens,  2 positive  to  Brucella  Abortus,  6 negative. 
CEREBRO  SPINAL  FLUID — 6 specimens,  4 positive  Meningococcus. 
UNDESIGNATED  MILK — 4 samples,  all  unsatisfactory. 

PLEURAL  FLUID— 1 sample,  no  T.  Bacilli. 

FOOT  & MOUTH  DISEASE—!. 

ANTHRAX — 2 reports,  both  negative. 

F^CES  & URINE — 5 specimens,  1 positive  to  B.  Coli. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1941. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

o 

5 

I 

6 

>5  

I 

2 

2 

25 

3 

I 

I 

2 

I 

1 

35  

I 

55 

I 

I 

65  and  upwaids  ... 

1 

Totals 

6 

2 

I 

3 

3 

2 

Form — 124E. 


School  Notifications  of  Actual  and  Suspected  Illness 
and  Contacts. 


Biddulph  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
1941. 


Attendance  at  Infant  Welfare  Centre  (Wednesdays). 

Children  under  1 year 605 

Children  1 to  5 years 348 

Total  953 

Ante-natai  Clinic  (alternate  Tuesday  mornings). 

First  attendances  47 

Total  attendances  150 

Health  Visiting, 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers 75 

Visits  to  Children  under  1 year  623 

Visits  to  Children  1 to  5 years  1562 

2260 


Nurse  Whitaker, 
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